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H E following 4 TY 7s 
a plain, and I hope Tnof- 
fenfrve enquiry into the 
probable reaſons of our 
Saviour s frequent uſe of 
Parobles: : and likewiſe @ vindication 
actin. the 4 ge of 1 
To this enguiry I was *6, BY 
froing, that 7he ingenious Author Tx # - 
+ YE . late 
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lat e book makes the parables ome oh- 
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F ſuch; Diſcauetst* "as 2 
: bounded with Alluſions, 
| Parables, and Similitudes, 
could not wiſely proceed 
from the Mouth of a true 
Prophet, and be made Parts of a ſtand- 
ing Revelation, beeauſe they are re- 
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ſiderable Obſcurity, and apt to lead 
Ferſons into Miſtakes, who have not 

a good Meaſure of Sagacity and Judg- 
ment; then a very plautible Objection - 
3 e might 
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8 7 mig nN We” 1 54 be air againſt 
A hoe dur or, Authority and Doctrine. 
5 For no one can be inſenſible, that is 
5 ERS Toe all acquainted With the Goſpel 

e — 5 much it abounds With: araboli 


TN Ec Tig Hot ut al improper hank 
= 8 rather neceffary for us to make 
ſome Enquiry into this Matter; and 
f we will but examine and hear with 
. Impartiality, ſuch Reaſons may be aſ- 
iſiign'd of our Saviour's Conduct, and 
A ſo ſatisfactory an Account of the Whole 
Affair, as that inſtead of affording any 
Ob ectiön to le Truth of his Pfeten- 
| Lone or the Uſefulneſs of his Inſtruc- 
tions, his Parables are much rather : 
Proof of his Wiſdom and Goodneſs; 
becauſe ſuited in the beſt Manner poſ- 
ſible to the Circumſtances of rhe Times 
and Perſons when and to whom they 
were ſpoken ;/ and fo fram'd 28 to yield 
4 great deal of Light and Direct en to 

1 "Chriſtians 15 all che future Ces c 

, Church. 1 80 5. 

'So Nee be e als our 
Sapibur's Conduct, that his. Diſciples 
and Followers could not, as we find, 
fotbear to obſerve; how frequen tly ani 
ſtudiouſly he prefetrd the Uſe of Pa- 
rables as the moſt prudent and propei 
| Bs. op of "TOY! And this Ob- 


ſer va. 
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any 
to return an Anſwer to their Queſt ion; 


admitted into the Cauſes and gecrets 
of it. What did they do under the... 
Influence of this Diſpoſition and De- 


fire? They propos d the. Queſtion . LY 


our Saviour himſelf, hoping: for an, 


Anſwer to it from his Mouth. And. 1 
we have no Reaſon to think from an, 
thing ſaid, that this Freedom of theits | 


gave the, leaſt Offence : For, without 
Rebuke, our Saviour condeſcended 


a direct, and (as will be found upon 
due Deliberation) a rational and; ſatiſ- 


factory Anſwer. To this the Diſciples | 


made no Reply. What therefore maꝝ 


be inferr'd . their Silence *- That 


they were ſatisfy d. But cho) they 


were fatisfy'd, . had probably as 


much Curioſity, and as genuine a 
Love of Truth, as others who come 
after them, yet there are ſome. now. 
who are not ſo eaſily convinc'd ; who! 


being more than. a little back ward in 


believing, eſpecially what makes for 


the Credit and Authority of the Goſ- N 


pel, have turn'd the Parables againſt, 
the Goſpel it ſelf, and fight it with 
its own Weapons. From hence a Re- 
view and particular Conſideration of 
this Pare: of the Chriſtian Revelation 


B 2 be- 


Proud Up of PARABLDS. * he 
ſervation of theirs. rais d in them.liks 5 15 7 e 
wiſe ſome Curioſizy and. Deſice to he | 
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: ded de more it is eder ug, 
better ünderſtood, the more we et 5 
„ of Wiſdem im this Method ef 
Inſtruction as practisd by our Saviour, 
the Obections rais d againſt it will 
vaniſh of courſe, as founded upon 
2 narrow and miſtaken View of the 
Matter. Perhaps they ho are moſt 
forward to raiſe them, ate not i 
aware how far they will carty ther 
Ik, they were, we have à great del —4 
EReaſon to think” they would: ſcarce 
ſtand ſo high, as at preſent they ſeem 
to do; in their Judgment and Eſteem. 
Should they not conſider, that many 
of the fineſt Pieces of. Antiquity are 
conceiv'd after this Faſhion? Are 
tbeſe Writings thought the leſs Ex- 
cellent and Inſtructive on this Ac- 
1 7 count ?' 1s this reckon'd any Sort of 
A n 
then Author And muſt the one be 
= 3 5 ſpar'd, when equally ſubject to -ahe 
= - | ſame Charge for which the other is 
J . condemn'd? Can you call that fair 
| | Dealing ? ELIE wiſe nor. equi- 
le. on bm ave 99 
The Philoſophergiar d Poet 
Ages of the World, gave 1 
the Uſe of Fables; and can anyone 
deviſe a CT * he he: admits 
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ors ena: 4 e Fable, Seel e 
cenſure and condemn an inſtructive x 
Parable? Plato, I remember, gecom- 
mends Fables as one, of the beſt a 4. 
moſt profitable Way: 7 that Cs 93 5 

V tg 


thought of, to teach Men | ä 
and Virtue. There is no Defiga, 1 
however, from any thing here ſaid, BR 

to inſinuate, that ale: Words and Au- „ 
thority of ancient wiſe Men are to 3 

be admitted implicitly, and without | 

Examination: But we may from hence 

take Occaſion to bſer ve, what Incon- 

ſiftency; and... Partialicy appears in 

tleir Conduct, who own and affect a 

mighty Reliſh and Admiration of thele. 

antient Writers and their Works, and, 
at the ſame Time, look u pon the Fi- 

2 Allufions,. Allegories and Para- 

bles, to be met with in Scripture, as 

Defects and Blemiſhes. in them, tho”. 

the fame Forms of 8 eech (not at all 

more perfect) do elſewhere paſs for 

Excellencies and Beauties. 

The Truth is, that eicher all Para- 

bles are improper which aim at any 

thing more than merely to entertain 

che Fancy, and delight the Reader, 

and conſequently ſuch as are of a =. 

moral Tendency, or ſuch as being in- „ 

troduced into a. Revelation, are there 

made 1 of to Eni ſome rooms 0 
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; E intended an obere 


Know what Reafon there is for this 
t prove it? Do they ter any Thing 


err vs; of r elfe eh | 
only are unfit, and rorthy of Blame, | 


Wide WON a which 
:qualfy cqncludes' againſt many other | 

f and thoſe too in high and 
rings, Re puration, as againft 'the 

Perfection of his 'Gofpet, I would fain 


Aﬀertion, and how any wilt go above | 


from the Nature of a Parable in 
neral? It muſt then be faid to be 
pong and of Neceſſity ee . 
ſo that Perfons 'of -hrile Leifure, or a 

5 dey acity, cannot enter into the 
eaning and Extent of it. But 
Ihe will {EGS this to be the Caſe ?/ 
Parables well framd may generally 
be well underſtood too. For . 


We muſt allow, that the ſame 


Which are dearly convey'd by a * | 
Application of Words, 1 
repreſented” ** fult lions t 5 ex 
by hgurative E ſions. ys to the 


: latter, tis true Reed, if they are 
|: hr conceiv'd, _ improperly ap- 
: ÞPlied, 
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jk they. way be age a vile ; 
Wh. NING v4 Ao 93 4 ; 5 
is happens, vou may Jul %%% 0 
Raa Iich tbe/e-Patables, or the — 
duct of Perſons who bave th the h. „„ 7 
ling of chem; yet you have no * a | 
ſon or Liberty te carry your Obje&ion 5 5 
farther. Fe or inf reality nothing ari- 
ſes from hence to the Diſctedir- of * 
rables in general, but what m . 
turn'd againſt other Methods e- 5 
ſttruction too, nay againſt all W ays of 
Reuloning and Argumentation. 
Tlhbeſe Things being premiſed, 1 
now proceed to the Point 1 have in 
view, to vindicate the Parables of our 
Saviour againſt certain Exceptions 
which I find ſome have of late taken 
up, and urged to their-Diſadvantage. 
; | Parables, they tell us, are a difficult 5 
=. and obſcure Kind. of Speech : But the 
3 very; End and Deſign of Godin grant- 
ing a Revelation require, that the ſe- 
veral Parts of it ſhould be plain and 
perſpicuous; otherwiſe it muſt be in- 
capable of convey ing che Light, which 
is wanted, to thoſe for whoſe Sake and 
Advantage it is made. How comes 
it to pals then that the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion is ſo plentifully ſtored with Pa- 
rables? What Acceunt do we give 
of F Conduct We: its Author 7 this 
arti- 
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bei wich Hog "axon of a 3 5 
Aation from God? To ſtrengthen this 
" Obje&ion it is alſo blerved That fo 
"Mo as we credit the Goſpel itſelf, that 
"declares to us the Deſign of this fre- 
ns quent Uſe of Parables, v. to throw 
- Claquds and Darkneſs round its Doc- 
trines, that they might remain, in the 
Times of their Publication at Teaft| 
Myſteries, inſcrutable Myſteries to 
others, ſave the Diſciples, Thoſe Eyes ; 
"our Saviout condeſcended to open, _ 
they might ſee the wonderful Things 
of his Goſpel. This is the Ob — 
in Anſwer to which 1 ſhall endeavour 
to ſhew, „ 

That the Parables of our Sarjodr 
are ſo reaſonable, ſo clear, ſo proper 
and beautiful, that inſtead of def | ie 
to be cenſur'd as Imperfections in 1. | 
Doctrines and Diſcourſes, they are ra- 
ther to be admir'd as Marks and In- 

ſtances of great Wiſdom and Good- 
neſs; that they were excellently ſuited 
to the Circumſtances of Perſons and 
Things at the Time when they were 
lift ſpoken; and contain in them fo 
St. much of Information; and moral In- 
| ſtruction, as to be fitted for ſtanding 


Uſe and Service to Chriſtians in all 
N 
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Goſpel Parables is not neceſſary, nor 
any part of my deſign. But I ſhall 
lay down ſuch general reaſons and 
| obſervations as may be applied to them 
all. And after ſuch application, I be- 
lieve the matter may ſafely enough be 


| truſted to every Knpartial Nee 8 Judg⸗ ” 


ment. 


Suppoſe that the Nee were ſo 
obſcure and unintelligible as tis ſaid 


they are, this alone does not affect 


the authority and uſefulneſs of the 


Chriſtian revelation ; becauſe there is 
enough to make us 'wiſe to Salvation 
deliver'd in another manner. Bur if ir 
can be proy'd, (the circumſtances of 


things be ing conſider'd,)that there were 


wiſe reaſons to determine our Saviour 
to this Method ; then, tho the obſcuri- 


ty be admitted, which is the foundati- 
on of the odjection, the objection itſelf 


will figaify but little. If farther it be 
ſhewn, that the Parables are not near 
ſo difficult, and apt ro be miſconſtru'd, 

a5 is taken for granted in the objecti- 


on; then the objection muſt of courſe 


come to nothing, and the ſuitableneſs 
of them to the occaſions and circum- 
ſtances of the people, to. whom they 


were. immediately ſpoken, be an ar- 
| C gument 
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' Ages of the Church. To prove cis 5 


by a particular examination of all the 
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. Goodneſs who was the Author of them. 


| does not ſeem very neceſſary. All that 
I ſhall ay concerning it is, that who- 
ever reflects upon our Saviour's para- 


act, when plac' d in ſuch circumſtances, 
as are in ſome meaſure correſpondent 
to the parable, and receive light from 


5 modeſty and as much probability a 
we can; to trace out the reaſons why 
parables are ſo thick ſown through 
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A SEND on gut S AVIOUR=. 
gument of his excellent Wiſdom and 


To give: a definition of a parable 


bles, will find in them a great deal of 
ſimilitude; that they ſometimes con- 
tain and incloſe the ſentiments which 
the Author intended to convey by 
them, in ſome feign'd and msgid 
hiſtory, that bears a reſemblance to 
the perſons and caſe for which they 
are produc'd, and to. which they have 
a certain reference. From which 
conformity of caſes perſons may be 
directed what to judge and how to 


thence. . 
As 3 therefore is, with 


the Goſpel; that ſo we may the bet- 
ter be able to vindicate them againſt 
the cavils and clamours of ſome diſ- 


contented people, who are not ver) 
favourably diſpos'd toward the belief 


of Chriſtianity; I beg leave to propoſe 
the following e, 


- Whethe 
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Frequent Uſe of PARABLES. 11 
| 1. Whether parables are not a form 
of ſpeech particularly well calculated 
to engage the attention? if they are, 
it muſt be acknowledg'd that we find 
from hence one good reaſon for the 
frequent uſe of them; becauſe thoſe 
contain d in the Goſpel always carry —\ * 
in them ſome uſeful inſtruction. And: yi 
certainly that is the moſt prudent and 5 
eligible way of conveying it, which 
does moſt effectually command the 
attention of thoſe for whoſe benefit it 
is intended. What ſervice can the 
wiſeſt and kindeſt inſtructions in the 
world do ſuch; as you cannot perſuade: 
and prevail upon to hearken to them? 
he who has good leſſons of piety and 
virtue ſounding in his ears, but is not 
brought to liſten to them, and ſoberly 
to conſider their nature and impor- 
ance, may be a worſe man through: »- 
his negligence and inattention to ſuch N 
counſels; but certainly the mere ſound 
1 can profit him nothing, by —_— 
him either wiſer” or better. Would | 
vou build up a Man in knowledge . — 
c virtue, it is neceſſary you ſhould ſo 
| far inſinuate yourſelf into him, as to 
/ make him hear and attend to what 
you have to ſay; otherwiſe you will 
ſpend your time and labour for that 1 | 
which 8 mor” 
1 Wheeefom ? 
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Wherefore whoever is call'd to the 


. | 
Phe, 
4 


Office of inſtructing others, eſpecially 


in things of the greateſt weight and 
importance, if he act wiſely and be- 
nevolently in his place, will chuſe 


out that method for his conduct; 


which, conſidering the condition and 


circumflances. of the perſons with 
- whom he has to do, and likewiſe the 


times and places in which he lives, is 
moſt likely to draw the attention of 5 


people to the things deliver'd by him. 
And there is a great deal of reaſon to 


look carefully to this; becauſe with 
all of us that temper of mind is too 
common, which requires ſuch care 
and addreſs. If our minds are of a 
very quick and lively turn, and not 
well -diſciplin'd and habituated to 


thought and reflexion; hence we ſhall 


find a very great difficulty in fixing 


them cloſe or long on any ſubject. It 


on the other hand they are heavy, liſt 
leſs and indolent, the caſe is not much 
mended; it being almoſt as haid upon 


this ſuppoſition to bring them on, as 


upon the other to confine them, to a 
ſerious and diligent confideration of a 
ſubject. With one or other of theſe 


ho few are there who are not more 
or leſs tinctur'd? How ſeldom are we 
ſo attentive as we thould be, where 


there 


— 


| pit Us of PARABLE 8. 


what reaſon there is for ſeeking and 
taking the moſt prudent methods of 


ſecuring attention to I and 


moral inſtructions 8 3641 


Moſt of all is chis: to be 3 
by one, who comes in the character of 


an extraordinary Prophet, and who is 
commiſſioned and ſent by God to 
publiſh to the world a revelation of 


his will, Elſe what can he do among 


thoſe to whom he addreſſes his doc- 
trine? ſomething or other muſt be 
done to gain him the hearing, or the 
people can receive no light or ad- 
vantage from him. Tis true, one 
end of his miracles is to alarm and 
excite the attention. But that does 
not deſtroy the reaſonableneſs and 
prudence of providing for the ſame 
end any other way in which it may 
be done. Our Saviour was a pro- 
he ſuch a prophet as was never 


efore ſent to the ſons of Men. 


And the Doctrine he taught was of 
the utmoſt weight and importance. 
The publication of his doctrine too 
was accompanied with ſigns, and won- 


ders, and divers miracles of the Ho- 


ly Ghoſt. 6 Now with reſpect to him, 


the 


a is infinitely the moſt reaſon for 
attention, to things of a religious na- 
ture? Do we not from hence perceive, 


. | | | 5 2 


14 ASERM 
che queſt ion is, whether ike: in 
general, and his parables in parti- 
cylar, were a likely means at all, 
or the moſt likely, to gain their atten- 

tion, among whom he publiſh'd his | 
doctrines ? * anſwer to which we 
may reply, that parables well choſen 

have a peculiar aptitude in them to 
ſtrike upon the imagination and af- 
fections. And when or where theſe 
are awaken'd; and entertain'd, the 
mind is commonly led by them to a 
conſideration of the objects, which 
carry this influence with them. And 
8 conleguently parables of a moral kind, 
or- prophetical, may by this means in- 
fuſe ſome lightuand knowledge into 
ſucho minds; as: would not have been 
ſuſceptible of the ſame, if offer; d 3 
any other manner or form. Mere 
reaſon and argument are frequen tly 
een vo. and jeave Men unedified 
the point to which they pertain. If 

it be aſlꝰ d to what this is'owing? ma- 

ny cauſes of it may be kai; aſſigned. 

Among others this may paſs for one, 

= that they are not — to con- 
* diliate attention enough, to make the 
force of them underſtood and Sole? 
Beſide which there is ſo much of 
naughtineſs in the heart, as well as 


inattentiveneſs in the minds of a great 
e many 


. frequent The ef PAR Abbe. CY 
many. people, that a. plain r reſen-- 
* I 1 duty oP but <lld and 
dry, and affects Ag little or no- 
thing. Addreſſes therefore to the 
imaginations of Men, and ſome re- 
Bur co their weakneſs, become neceſ- 
ſary; ſometimes to make them attend 
to what they ought to know and to 
conſider, at other times to excite them 
to act as their knowledge apd judg- 
ment direct them. | 
| View mankind as they: are, and 
you will find reaſon fufficient for re- 
courſe to the proper arts of ſpeech 
and addreſs in order to make them 
duly attend to the important truths 
and duties of religion. And if ever 
parables are of uſe on this account (as 
9 Tchink they are, and will further ap- 
pear to be in other parts of this diſ- 
courſe) they were moſt uſeful and 
expedient in the miniſtry of our Savi- 
our; becaute they provided, in the 
beſt manner that could be, againſt cer- 
rain prejudices and difficulties which a 
lay in the way of his doctrines: Which, | "2. 
when I come toexplain it more largely, | 2 
will preſent to you a very good reaſon 
for our Saviour's chuſing ſo much to 
cloath his doctrines and precepts in 
the garb of en 
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A parable takes off ſomewhat of 
the rigour and ſeverity of dry inſtrue- 
tion, 'which, to perſons of a light and 
| ſuperficial caſt, is not only. diſagreea- 
ble, but ſometimes intolerable. A pa- 


rable, in a manner not at all unplea- 
ſing, brings a matter home to the 


Hhaeearer or reader, and familiarly takes 


hold of his mind before he is well 
aware. , 
If human nature were indeed adhd 
perfect than it is, or all mankind 
were philoſophers, there would not 
then be the ſame call for engaging 
forms of ſpeech, as there is at pre- 
ſent. Upon this ſuppoſition no truths 
or duties ef religion would want any 
farther care or recommendation, than 
to be fully and fairly repreſented, - But 
ſince the circumſtances of the World 
are far different, our buſineſs is to 
conſider and to make allowance for 
that differenee: Which being done, 
the uſe of parables in the Goſpel from 
thence becomes more plain and ma- 
15 mw hs FR | 
2. Parables are not only of uſe . 
Sichten to gain and to ſecnre at- 
tention, but a help to weak and fee- 
ble judgments; enabling perſons to 
form right ſentiments of certain reli- 


* diſpoſitions and actions. Seneca 
therefars 5 
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therefore ſpeaks very favourably con- 
cerning the application of parables . 
Morality, cloathed in parables, ſtands 
as it were before us in a viſible ſhape. 
Not reaſon and underftanding alone, 
which in a great many are low and 
feeble ; bur the ſenſes too are in ſome 
meaſure made ſubſervient to religion, 
by having the main duties of it pre- 
ſented to us in the dreſs and habit of 
arables. And ſuch as are not uſed 
to abſtract ideas, or have but little 
{kill in the diſpoſition of them, may 
be able by the means of their in ward 
and moral ſenfe, to paſs a right judg- 
ment upon affections and actions, as 
drawn out and exemplify'd in ſome 
' hiſtory, or thereby have their under- 
ſtanding inform'd and convinc'd; when 
the ſame perſons would perhaps have 
been incapable of 1 the one or 
receiving the other, if the propoſi- 
tions or precepts had been offer d to 
them in a more direct and naked man- 
To chis it may alſo be added, that 
prejudice is a mighty obſtacle in the 


i qui fimpliciter & demonſtrandae rei causa eſo- 
bantur, parabolis referti ſunt: quas exiſtimo necel- 
arias; non ex eadem cauſa ua poetis, ſed ut imbecil- 
litatis noſtrae adminicula fint, & ut diſcentem & au- 
dientem in rem praeſentem adducant, Ep. 59. | 
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Conſequently if ſo it was that thoſe, 


to whom the parables were ee 
had their minds entangled an 


oyer- 
caſt with prejudice, and parables are a 
form of ſpeech not apt to taiſe pre- 


judice, or beſt able to conteſt with it; 


muſt not all allow, that our Saviour 


did wiſely in making ſo frequent uſe 
of them? Now that he had ſuch 


prejudices with which to encounter, 


is pretty well known, and will be far- 
ther confider'd afterward. That a pa- 
rable do's not tend ſo much to pro- 


voke, as a more open and immediate 


repreſentation of the truths or duties 
contained in it, will hardly be call'd 
in queſtion. For how near ſoever it 


may bring matters home at laſt, it ſets, 


them at ſome remoter diſtance upon 
the firſt view. 

In their own caſe how few. are 
there that do not appear more or leſs 
prejudiced by ſelfiſh and unworthy 
paſſions? ſo that they either do nor, 
or cannot diſcern thoſe things to be 


faults and blemiſhes in their own cha- 


racter and conduct, which they are 
quick enough to perceive, and ſharp 
enough to cenſure in others. But to 


be able to form and to paſs a right 


judgment, nothing is more neceſſary, 
than 


- 
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than that we think and determine 
with impartiality. Hence it is not 
unreaſonable to expect, that when what 
is right, or what is wrong; what is 
worthy of blame or of commendation, 


ſtands juſtly and beautifully repre- 


ſented in ſome well-choſen and ſignifi- 
cant Parable ; that which is propos d, 
ſhall be regarded and attended to in a 
more diſintereſted manner, than if the 


Principles on which it is founded, 
had been laid out in a method more 
open and undiſguis d. A Parable then 
affords aſſiſtance to the judgment 


ſometimes on a double account: Firſt, 
becauſe it tends to diſpoſſeſs men's 
minds of that prejudice which too fre- 


quently cleaves to them, and gives them 
a tincture as to the opinion they take up 
of perſons and things. And ſecondly, 


becauſe it helps in ſome degree the 


weakneſs and feebleneſs of a common 


underſtanding, and ſo enables it to dif. 
cern what is right and fit, or the con- 


trary to theſe, better than if left to na- 
ked reaſon and precept. 

It is not intended by any thing here 
ſaid to aſſert, that parables are more 
plain and intelligible, than other forms 


of ſpeech. For that is not true, But 


yet tho' this be granted, it does not 


from hence follow, that in ſome caſes 
D 2 "OY 
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. z and. this being rais d woul 
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een not on all accounts be more 


ex pedient. The uſe of em is relative: 


nd. ſo it is, that they. may be made 
to convey . notions and reef to 
them, who would not have learn d ſo 


much, if they had been ſer forth in ano- 


ther light; but on che contrary have 
been attended with this inconvenience, 


ve darken d the — | 


made thoſe inſtructions and . wry 


tions of little or no uſe, which were 
intended to enlighten and to reform. 
This yon may be ſomewhat illuſ- 


trated. by a Scripture-hiſtory. Had 
the Prophet Nathan, for inſtance, 


made his attack upon King David in 
a more direct. and violent manner, it 

is much to be doubted whether he 

hould have met with the ſame good 
Succeſs. The King might to be ſure 
have been told of the evil of his do- 
ings in ſhorter and plainer terms, than 


was done by the Parable. But is it 


likely, that he wou'd have judg'd fo 
uprightly, hearken d fo diligently, and 
been affected fo deeply in that, as in 
the way which the Prophet took with 
him ? Conſider the — God de- 
fign'd to recover his fervant. David 
to a ſenſe. of his wicked * 


and 
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and to awaken in him the pafſions of 


ſhame and ſorrow for what he had 


done amiſs. For this cauſe he fends 
to him an extraordinary meſſe 


of the Lord, chuſe to make the King 


attentive and open to conviction, and 


ſo to fulfil God's pleaſure concern! 
him? It is not by telling him all at 


once what he had done, and 'whar 


was the heinous evil of it; notby up- 
braiding him with his guile, and 
threatning him with God's vengeance: 
no! the Prophet did not act ſo — 
and ſo roughly; which might per 


haps have provok'd and. prejudic'd 2 
King againſ him, . of awaken- 
ing and convincing his conſcience of 


his abominable crime, and converting 
him to God by a deep and unfeign'd 
repentance. The meſſenger of the 
Lord: prepar'd his way for convincing 


and recovering the King by a ſuitable 
and mer Parable. The injury, 
which David had done to Uriah the 


_ Hittite, was aptly and juſtly expreſs'd 
by the Propher's Parable. Upon which 


occaſion, and caſe repreſented: in the 
Parable; the King gives his Judgment, 


ſo as became a wiſe and a good Man, 
with ſincerity and without reſerve ; 


What courſe. now did this meſſenger 


A 
w) 
. 
* . 
* 
* 
* 95 
1 
* 


not being —— in it by any 


* 


LEE 


is 2, 

„ 

0 1 
* 


* =; SERMON 0n-our SAVI OUR 


gh or apprehenſion. of the a 


_ plication, which might, and e | 
was made of it to himſelf.. And the 
Prophet having thus made ſure of the 


King's Judgment on his fide, pro- 
ceeded then'to make the proper uſe 
of it, by ſnewing how ſeverely it con- 
cluded againft the King himſelf, and 
condemn d his own conduct; fo chat 
he was convicted and judg d out of 
his own mouth. For the injury which 
David condemn'd and would have 

puniſh'd i in another ; nay, and a much 

greater injury too; had not he himſelf 
been moſt notoriouſly guilty of in the 
affair of Uriah and his wife? The 
King was ſtruck with the ſimilitude 
of caſes at firſt ſight, upon the Pro- 
phet's application of the Parable; his 
Judgment was now paſt, and ' twas in 
vain to think of recalling it; ſo mani- 
feſtly right and fair a Judgment it 
was. He could not therefore go back 2 
The repreſentation of the injury 


dwelt upon him, and affected him 


deeply ; Shame then took hold of him, - 
ſorrow ſprung up in his breaſt upon 
the ſenſe and convictions of his guilt; 
the King was brought to repent by the 


words of God's prophet, the prophet 


by his excellent addreſs ſucceeded in 
his meſſage, and David was hereby re- 
| ſtored. e 0 Ol 
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But to return to the ſubject. A pa- 
1 may be ſo fram d as to be plain 
and eaſily intelligible ;' or may have 
its meaning and intention ſomewhat 
more latent and conceal d. Now the 
propriety and preference of one of 
theſe before the other, is to be judg'd. 
of, and to be determin' d by circumſtan- 
ces. And when things are ſo circum- 
ſtanc'd, as to bear and require that it 
be clear, it may then be of the ſame 
advantage to ſome people in directing 
and confirming their judgment; as in 
phyſicks experiments are, to inform 
the mind, and give juſt ideas, beyond 
bare theory and ſpeculation. Tis true 
that a parable ſo dark, as not tobe un- 
derſtood after great pains taken about 
it, can be of little ſervice. But then I 
ſhall ſhew after ward, that our Saviour's 
parables are liable to no ſuch objection. 
And ſo what has been propos d under 
this head, will ſtand good, as ſome ac- 
count of the frequent uſe of em in the 
Goſpel; and as a vindication of the 
Goſpel againſt ſome objections, which 
have been urg'd againſt it for the ſake 
of its parables. _ 

3. Parables, and ſuch like forms of 
ſpeech, are apt to make an impreſſion 
upon the Memory that is not ſuddenly 
effacd. The beſt and moſt eligible 
| _n 
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way of eolhrenicaris inſtruction is 
—. which helps perfogs beſt to 
underſtand; and to retain it. That 
Parables are many times of uſe in the 


former reſpect, has been alre idy ſhewn, 


And is it net equally true of the latter 
Does not a ſhort hiſtory, juſtly and mo- 
vingly put together ſometimes faſten 
upon fc mind; and prove to be of a 
more laſting nature, than moral rules 
or logical reaſonings? there are but 
few, who do not find ſome difference 
with regard to the impreffions they 
receive from reaſon and argument, 
from precepts /andexBortations alone; 

and from the fame thingswroughr up 
and expreſs'd in ſome hyel and beau- 
tiful ſkerch of Hiſtory. The 'paſſions 
and affections are hereby ſtirred up 
(as you have before heard) and call d 
in to the affiftance of our highet 


powers; the traces made upon the 


mind are deeper, and of longer con- 
tinuanee. But tho” this ſhould not 
be acknowledged to be the caſe of per- 
ſons of ſuperior undefſtandings and 
taſte; it is not to be denied concern- 
ing the more common, and inattentive 
fort of people. Give chem a train of 
wiſe admonitions, and tell them how 
their intereſt and duty oblige them to 


act; they will — £976 far = 
car 
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bear ou out. But as ſoon as the dit. 
courſe is over, What is ſaid is — 4 
too, and all impreſſions preſentl 
wear off. With ſuch as theſe ſo1 
hiſtory or parabolical repreſentation, 
that ſtrikes them at the time of hear- 
ing, "ſhall ' alſo be a great while re- 
membered; So that when opportu- 
nity offers, and the circumſtances of - 
time and place invite to it, much be- 
nefit may ariſe from the uſe of this 
method in the counſel, which is ei- 
ther to be given, or receiv'd by us. 

And if this be ſuggeſted as one rea- 
ſon, why our Saviour fill'd his diſ- 
courſes ſo remarkably with parables; 
it will, T hope, and preſume too, be 
admitted as no inconſiderable and un- 
worthy one. He often ſpoke, you 
know, to a mixed: multitude; with 
ſome of whom, it is not at all onlite- 
ly, chat His dectrines might ſick the 
faſter, and more frequently return to 
their thoughts, by means of the form 
in which they were offer d to them. 
And as certainly as they did ſo return, 
provided they were but inclin'd duly 
to conſider and to improve them, the 
remembrance of them would make 
them wiſer and better. 

4. Several of our Saviour's patublen 


were deſign d for reproof. And gene- 
> a. rally 
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1 ſpeaking, the moſt ſucceſsful me. 
Z | thod of reproof is not that which falls. 
violently, and at once upon the of- 

= fending party; but looks ſomewhar 
more diſtant, and wraps itſelf up in 
8 another man's hiſtory, be it real or 

* Imaginary. Without all queſtion this 
is the moſt prudent manner, when we 

have to do with thoſe, who have con- 

ceived ſome diſlike and averſion to us, 

and are far from being inclined to 

| hear, and hearken to our admoni- 
. | 

2 ending perſons be ſevercly 

and rudely handled, and what do hel 

5 gain? not that degree of favour and 
„ attention which is neceſſary, to make 
your. counſels | of weight, for the 

x» amendment of their faults. You oft- 
1 ner kindle indignation againſt your- 
4 | | ſelf, and beget a contempt of your 
exharrarions,; and what follows =_ 
hence? You are diſappointed in your 
Þ good wiſhes and endeavours. Mens 
wicked hearts too commonly incline 
them to think and ſpeak evil of thoſe, 
= who defire and attempt their greateſt 
good; Their vanity and pride, their 
Joſt and paſſion are apt to riſe againſt 
the Man, who (as they fooliſhly ima- 
gine) by his counſel and reproof only 


aims at his own glory, d betrays a 
LE SY fondneſs 
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fondneſs of being reputed better and 


wiſer than ; they. God knows no- 5 
thing often is farther from his inten- 

tion. But yet ſince there is ſo per- 
verſe a turn of mind to be frequently 


met with, what ſhould a prudent and 
benevolent friend do? Conſult the 
beſt meaſures that can be taken a- 
gainſt it. And what bids fairer than 


mildneſs and tenderneſs? What more 


expedient, than ſome moral made 


known by a hiſtory, a ſimilitude, a pa- 
rable; or ſome what analogous to it? 
if you deal cautiouſly, and not in a 
manner moſt offenſive, with ſuch as 

you want to convince of their faults, 
and to reclaim, eſpecially if in a bet- 
ter condition of life, and higher ſta- 
tions than common; you may happen 


to keep their paſſions ſtill and un- 
ruffled, or perhaps gain them over to 
your ſide: and if ſo, your reproof will 


probably do them the good you deſire. 


They who cannot, or who will not 


bear a naked reproof of their faults, 


may yet be reconcil'd to it, when it 


comes ſhaded over with hiſtory, alle- 


gory, or parable. | | 
Let us apply now theſe obſerva- 


tions to our Saviour. He came to his 


own, and his own received him not. 


They among whom he firſt of all ap, 


peared, and preached his Goſpel, had 
= 3 contracted 
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con ed "Py bad. diſpoſitions and. 
=: wicked habits of life, as were contrary 
dio the true principles of religion, and 
Et: inconſiſtent with the belief and recep- 
tion of his doctrine, ſo long as theywere 
indulg'd. What en did he do? he 
told mw of their faults, and blam'd 
them for their ſinful conduct, as became 
his character and office. After what 
manner did he do this? not always ; in | 
the plaineſt and moſt direct terms. 
Why ſo? becauſe he very well ſaw, 
that this was not a/ways the moſt uſe- 
| ful and unexceptionable method. What 
= did he do then? repreſent to em their 
3 | condition and their crimes by ſome 


parable, And this is eſpecially, to be 

1 obſery'd, when he reproves chem for 
1 the guilt they had contracted in not 
| | embracing the Goſpel, and receiving 
= | him as the Son of God, who came 
| down from Heaven. | 
1 What think you of the parable of 
6, Se the barren fig-tree? · Was not the end 

1 aalanad purpoſe of it to reprove the Jews 

= for their manifold fins and corrup- 
tions, for their jgnorance and errors, 

| notwithſtanding the light and advan- 

tages they enjoy d? Was it not to de- 

clare to them how great their danger. 

was, and how certain their deſtrue- 

der if God's patienc, in affording 

them 
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them ſpace for repentanee, did not 
lead them to it? Again, as for the 
8 parable of the labourers in the vine- 
yard, of which we read, Mattb TT: | 
1, &c. for what is it calculated? but 
to filence their murmur and com- 
plaint, by ſhewing the folly of it, 
who were diſcontented and uneaſy at 
the thought of ſeeing the Gentile 
upon the ſame terms of favour and 
acceptance with God, as the Fews 
were? The marriage of the king's 
ſon is a parable, that reproves the Fews 
too for their obſtinacy in rejecting the 
counſel of God againſt themſelves; 
and at the ſame time ſignified the call 
of the Gentiles, Matth. xxii. 2, Tc. 
The parable of the ten Virgins what 
does it intend ? to reprove perſons for 
their negligence and remiſneſs in the 
concerns of religion, and to excite - 
them to a wiſe improvement of the 
preſent opportunity, Mattb. xxv. 2, 
Sc. Do not the parables of the Pha- 
riſee and the Publican, and of the 
good Samaritan” (if that be a parable) 
condemn ſome bad diſpoſitions, which 
prevailed in the time of our Saviour, 
and in 7udea,where he miniſtred? But 
the Jeus are moſt of all reprov'd for 
their diſobedience and unbelief, in the 
repreſentation of the parable- con- 
FO ö cerning 
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+ cerning the vineyard, as we find i it 
in St, Luke xx. 9, &c. . 

Theſe, and many other in ſtances 
that might be produc'd, if neceſſary, 
are plain arguments of the fact, that 
many of our Saviour's Parables were 
deſign'd to reprove. And in this 
View of them, for the reaſons before 
mention'd, they ſeem to me to ſtand 
in a very fair light; being wiſely fit- 
ted to anſwer that end, that good and 
rational end, for which they were 
fram'd and ſpoken. . 

5. Sup 4 it ſhould be allow'd, the 
many f the parables were obſcure 
and perplex d, not to be underſtood 
by any of thoſe in whoſe hearing they 
were utter'd, or by others in aſter ages 
of Chriſtianity, without ſome attention 
and application of mind; they may 
ſtill I think be vindicated upon more 
conſiderations than one. At preſent 
however let us keep to a ſingle one 
only. And here I take for granted, 
that no one will carry their obſcurity 
- fo far as to ſay, that they may not 
be underſtood with a moderate degree 
of diligence and care. And this being 
acknowledg'd I would from hence 
take leave to enquire, whether here- 
in the Golpel is not ſuited to the make 


and Fur of a human mind! ? what will 
ſome 
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ſome ſay is meant by this? wherein 
lies the relation between a parable, 


and any particular turn of mind natu- 


ral or common to mankind ? of ſuch 
I would alk, whether God has not 


Pn in us ſome defire of know- 


ledge? yes, perhaps they will anſwer, 


and what then? whether one who 


takes care to cheriſh and regulate this 
 defire,do's not feel a conſiderable plea- 


ſure in ſome new and uſeful diſcovery? 


And if ſo, is it at all unbecoming the 
the character ef a true Prophet, if no 


other objection lies againſt him, that 


he conſults in ſome part of his reve- 


lation the affording us this ſatisfaction? 
I ſhould think that no objection to his 


authority and miſſion; and leaſt of all, 


if the great truths and duties of reli- 


gion were otherwiſe, and more clearly 


_ expreſs'd by him too. May not this 


therefore be one reaſon of our Savi- 


our's frequent uſe of Parables? I am 
not ſo certain as to affirm it, nor ſo fond 
as to enter into any farther diſcourſe 
concerning it. I ſhall only obſerve, 
that the pleaſure reſulting from an in- 


creaſe of light and knowledge is in 
many caſes felt to be very great; that 


it anſwers rational and moſt valuable 
purpoſes ; that tis hard to imagine, 
why the finding out ſome moral in- 
rg wee ſtruct ion 
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ſtruction, ſhaded over by figure and 
parables, ſhould not ve a ſatisfaction 
to the enquirer as well as other diſco- 
ver ies; and finally, jor there is un- 
worthy of the wiſdom and gravity of 
- — on Prophet, in providing ſomewhat for 
Anis! innocent, and Fe, kind of 


| 
| WB | | Pleaſure? * 

| =_] 6. Parabloy)  allegories and Mes 
| 

| 

| 
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Phorical forms of ſpeech were i | 
much uſe andrequeſt among theFews, 
: and all the Eaftery pe „ 
2 | And why rae per our Saviour 
N conform himſelf te a prevailing taſte, 
and cuſtom? ie there any thing amiſs 
in ſuiting onesſelf, ſo far as that may 
innocently be done, to the temper and 
genius of the people with whom he 
Has to do? if thoſe, who liv'd toward 
the eaſt, loved and practis d ſueh forms 
and figures of ſpeech, as are fitted ro 
work upon the imagination more 
1 85 ſtrongly, than a plainer and ſimpler 
language, can you find fault with one, 
who comes to make them wiſe, virtu- 
ous, and happy, that he conſiders this 
ttemper prevailing amongſt them, 
5 and ſuits his diſcourſe accordingly? 
LL. our Saviour's doctrines, caſt into 4 
mould of parables, would in all pro- 
bability be leſs exceptionable, and m4 


— £ » 
r 


10 themſelves more attention and fa- 
vour 
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vour from the known good liking 
ed the eaſtern nations had to figu- 
rative, lively, and "oalbErea tg -dif- 
courſe. teig 
Parables, it is ſaid; are more frequent 
in the Goſpels than in any other wri- 
tings. It may be ſo. And there ne- 
ver was the ſame occaſion in other 
writings. Is that therefore much to 
the purpoſe? Bur there is nothing 
new in parables: our Saviour was not 
the firſt author of them. The eaſtern 1 
people are fond of ſuch kind of wri- 
rings, and all their books are found 
to have a plentiful infuſion of them. 
What is there ſtrange, or ſingular in 
it then, that our Saviour choſe to in- 
troduce them like wiſe into his diſ- 
courſes; and to expreſs many of his 
doctrines and commands by para- 
bolical repreſentations? We ſhould 
not make theſe of themſelves any ob- 
jection to Oriental authors, who ap- 
pear other wiſe to write well, and to 
have fram'd their parables wich much 
beauty and delicacy. And if we are 
no more prejudiced againſt the = 
ſpel than againſt other books, 
hard to ſay, what makes us — Ta | 
ſpeak the leſs reſpectfully, or reve- 
rently. of. Chriſtianity on that ace F 
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' Four appear'd. But the appe⸗ 


It has been before ſaid, and ſup- 

hr in this diſcourſe, that the Fews 
laboured under great, and obſtinate 
ejudices againſt the authority, and 


Leere of Chriſt. 
We muſt now therefore foe to the 


« ds of that fact, on which our rea- 


ſoning does ſo much depend. But 
ſurely much Pains need not be taken 
for the proof of it. Does not the 
whole of their conduct toward our 
Saviour, from his firſt appearance, 
ſufficiently evidence the truth of it? 
A Meſſiah was propheſied of, and pro- 
miſed to that — The Meſſiah 
therefore they believed, and expected 
would come. And tis not to be de- 
nied, but that this expectation ran 


-moſt high, and was particularly di- 


rected to the time, when our Savi- 
arance of 
this great prophet they had figur d 
out to themſelves in a manner, that 
carried with it a great deal of power, 
ſhew, and magnificence. And there 
hearts were mightily elevated with 
the thoughts of their owg flouriſhing 
condition under him. How ſtrangely 


they were poſſeſs d, and infatuated 


with this notion of a temporal -Meſþ- 
4.25, is from hence evident, that the 


prejudice continued for a great: while 
wo _ 722 08 10 
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pearance ; but in a manner ſo pro- 
digiouſly different from the hope and 
expectations of the zew:/h people, 
with ſuch juſt reproof for the ſins 
prevailing amongſt them, ſuch pover- 
ty and meaneſs of condition, and ſuch 


plain profeſſions of a ſpiritual king- 


dom only, that they ſoon conceiv d 


a great diſlike to him ; which continu- 
ed to increaſe ever day, till at laſt ic 


1 


ſettled in obſtinate malice, and was 
not ſatisfy d, but by contriving and 


executing deſigns againſt his life, 


which God ſaw ſit to permit for the 
beſt and wiſeſt purpoſes: ſuch was 
the temper and behaviour of the 
Jews towards our Saviour. 

| Now is it to be wonder'd, that 


when our Saviour had occaſion to 
ſpeak to a mix'd multitude, either to 
inform them of ſomething relating to 
the future ſtate of his kingdom, or to 


preſcribe . to them ſome proper rules 


for the regulation of their paſſions 


and practice, that he ſhould chooſe to 
do it by parables? not Parables ſo _ 


as to be unintelligible to perſons of 


fincere and well-diſpoſed minds; 
„ 


to cleave to the minds, even of the 
diſciples themſelves, At laſt the 
time ſet forth by antient propheſies 
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For which reaſon perhaps: it is, that 
Hur Saviour ſays to his diſciples, Unto 
von it is given to know' the myſteries of 
The kingdom of heaven: They had that 
- honeſty of temper, that love of truth, 

that Nied deſire of inſtruction, 
which rightly diſpos'd and prepar d 
them to receive and to underſtand 
the parables. And if ſo it ſhould 
happen, that they wanted any other 
light and affiſtance as to any particu- 
lar part, they. knew well where they 
might go for it. But this did not, 
and could not often happen; ſo > 
vious and intelligible was the deſign 
and meaning of the parables to all 
thoſe, who had the ſame ſincere and 
impartial regard to truth that they 
had. Accordingly we find, that our 

Saviour ſo expreſſes himſelf upon the 
application, h ich the diſciples made 
to him for expounding to them the 
parable of the ſower; as if it was a 
ſtrange and unexpected thing to find, 
that they ſhould ſtand in need of ſuch 
help. Know ye not this parable ? how 
Zhen will ye know all parables? Mark 
iv. 13. And ſo it was, as to the parable 
he put forth concerning thoſe things 
by which men are defil'd : when Pe. 

ter ſaid, Declare unto us this parable? 


he anſwer d, Are ye alſo vet mo 
und: ſtanding? 
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underflanding'? Matth. xv. 16. But | 


whenever that was the caſe, then he 
vouchſafed to them the aſſiſtance they 


wanted. When they, 3. e. the diſci- 
les, were alone, he expounded, ſays 


t. Mark, all things unto them, Ch. iv. 


34. Tis not unlikely, that the E- : 
vangeliſt might have his eye parti- 
_ cularly upon the parable of the ſeed 


ſown in the ground, of which men- 


tion is made in ſome verſes preceding; 
becauſe of this we know, that our 
Saviour condeſcended to expound the 


ſeveral parts in order. 


When therefore we reflect upon 


theſe prejudices, this prevailing ill 
temper among the Tews, (which 
none can gainſay) certainly we muſt 
acknowledge, that ſuch parables, as 


our Saviour's were, diſcover'd the 


higheſt prudence in his conduct; and 
the frequency of them added ſo much 


the more to it. * To lay the whole 


Goſpel diſpenſation in the moſt open 


manner before the multitude at firſt, 
was not neceſſary, nor according to 


the appearances of things eligible: 
better far does it ſeem, that light 


ſhould. 


PEER 


* Multa recte & occulte dixit (1. e. Pythagoras) ut 


qui puro animo diſcerent ea intelligerent ; aliis vero 


aegre efjet qui cum ſermones ipſius audirent, nihil per- 


ejperent, Vid. Jamblichi Vitam Pythag. 


——ä—— wid or EA — 
<4 


—_—_ 


AS * 
—— — A 2 — — 


— — — 


mo 
— — 
— 


— . — 


— — — 
—ͤ?2—•—ͤ—ͤ — — ã gy ͥ ́ꝙ ——== — — — 


— — 


f * * 
— — A —— =; K 


38 


| ſhould be let in upon their minds by 
degrees, if they were not reſolw'd al. 
together to ſhut their eyes againſt it, 
To have at once reveal'd to them, in 
the moſt perſpicuous manner, the 


A Sen an our SAVI ou 


myſteries of his kingdom, what 


would it have done? did the caſe of 
the diſciples require it? No: but ra- 
ther for them, and for the multitude 


it was better, ſo to ſpeak the word 


unto them, as they were able to bear 
it. Would this have done any ſer- 


vice to his open and obſtinate ene- 
mies? far from it: they might have 
taken occaſion from hence the ſooner. 


-to riſe up in violence againſt him, 
and have made the time of his mini- 
ſtry upon earth even ſhorter than it 


was, tho' in all but about three years. 


They, who know any thing of hu- 


man nature, muſt be ſenſible, that 


perſons labouring under ſtrong pre- 
| judices muſt; be treated in a tender 


and cautious manner, if you aim at 
doing them any good. You may in- 
dulge your own inclinations and paſ- 


| ons other ways; but you will not 


promote the end, by which you 
ought to be guided. 0 
But it will be objected perhaps, that 


the parables of our Saviour are ſo in- 


volved, and ſo ill fram'd, as to be 
very 
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voy dark indeed; that tho it were $0 
be allow'd, all things compared and 
conſidered, the choice of parables was 
not much amiſs; yet it ought to have 
been of parables more dlear. va 
Is there really any foundation for 
ſuch an objection? are the patables 
more obſcure, than the circumſtances 
of the time required? I deny, that 
that they are. And to diſprove this 


particular parables, as after a moderate 
degree of diligence, and care, may not 
be underſtood by a fair, ſerious, and im- 
partial enquirer. Some of the pata- 
bles are of a propheticalkind, becauſe 
they are intended to declare the future 
Rate of Chriſt's kingdom. Vet theſe 
have none of that darkneſs attending 
them, of which complaint is made. 
The progreſs and ſueceſs of Chri- 
ianity in the world from ſo ſmall 
d unpromiſing beginnings, as it ſet 
with, notwithſtanding all the op- 
poſſtions of power and policy, is ex- 
preſsid by the ſimilitude of a lirle 
leaven leavening the Whole Jump; 
of a grain of muſtard-ſeed, whi 
when caſt into the earth; is the ſmalleſt 
of inn N but after u a time ſhoots 


up 


"ow „ Via. 2 41 od 4.5 the Creation, p. 23. 
and 301. 8vo, Edit. 


| . e. let any one pitch upon ſun 


up. into a Sent tree! in hogs Kati: 
© *ches are lodg'd the fowls of the air. 


"3 in ſuch-like compariſons,and alluſions? 


a moral nature; and tho?-at this di. 
ſtance, ſome particular circumſtances 
of them may not be ſo commonly 


Proverbs, Fc. to which they refer; 
vet the chief ſcope and intention of 
them, with that degree of dili- 
gence which no Man grudges in other 
- things, may be, and generally is per- 


neſt diſpoſition of mind. We have 
reaſon on our ſide, when we deny 
the obſcurity, with which our Savi- 


apprehenſion, and application of them. 
And fo it happened with the multi. 
tude of the Jeus. But who is in fault: 
it is not the parables that are to be 
blamed; but the perſons to whom 
they were delivered: tis not owing 
to any impenetrable darkneſs attend- 
ing chem, that they are not under- 


What is there hard to be underſtood 
Take any of the parables which are of 


underſtood, for want of the ordinary) 
knowledge of ſome cuſtoms, opinions, 


ceived by perſons of a docible, and ho- 


- our's parables are charged; and tis 
their buſineſs to maintain This, from 
vrhom the aſſertion comes. Preju- 
dices entertained and cheriſhed may. 
very much diſqualify a Man for aright. 


ſtood; 
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. frequent Uſe of PARABLES. 
flood ; hut to thoſe miſts of prejudice, 
with which the minds of people were 
overcaſt; and the true nature and 
meaning of the -patables were thereby 
concealed from them. The parables are | 
in themſelves as clear, as any others 
are; as well imagined, as ſuch forms of 1 _ 

ſpeech can be. Tis true, our Saviour 

might have ſpoken more clearly; but | : 
it was not fit that he ſhould : for the” 

rulers and Phariſees could not bear it, 


lincerity than themſelves. iT 
Parables were well ſuited to the con- 
dition and circumſtances: of our Savi= 
our in his miniſtry: but this method 
was not to laſt always; when things 
tould be born in à clearer light, in a | 4 
elearer light Men ſhould have them. : 
And then would they be fenfible of 
our Saviour's wiſdom and addreſs in 
the antecedent method of parables; 
particularly ſuch as refrred to thecall 
af the Gentiles, and others likewiſe. 
n Theſe 
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"Theſe things, ſays our Saviour to wt 
diſciples, have I ſpoken unto you in 


_ proverbs; the time cometh, when! 
ſhall no more ſpeak unto you in pro- 


verbs; but I ſhall ſhew you unn, of 


the Father, John xvi. 24. 


Some perhaps may think, chat pa- 


Inbles were on purpoſe deſigned to 
keep the Jews in darkneſs, and then 


to ſubject them to God's judgment, for 


not perceiving and underſtanding ſuch | 
things, as were not ſet before them in 


a light ſufficiently clear. | 
But the parables were not incondil 


for any ſuch ſnare: Nor do the texts 


of Scripture, from which the objec- 
tion takes its riſe, contain any mean- 


ing favourable to it. One indeed, 


who 1s not verſed in prophetical lan- 
guage, and underſtands not the appli- 


Cation, or rather accommodations of 
certain paſſages in the prophets, to the 
ſtate of things under the Goſpel dil- 


penſation, may poſſibly think; that 


certain texts of Scripture, relating to 


this particular caſe, admit no other 


natural and proper conſtruction, but 


what gives countenance and ſupport 
to the objection. Let us try then a 
few of them, and fee whether it t be 


ſo or no. A WAP | 


frequent Uſe of PAE ABLE S. 43 
| : In St. Matthew, the chapter where the : 


„ ‚ GGG 


text is, we find in the verſes follow- 


ing the text the reaſon of our Saviour's 
frequent uſe of parables thus explain'd. 


(i. e. the diſciples upon their queſtion 
in the text) becauſe it is given unto- 


you to know the myſteries of the king- 


dom of heaven, but to them it is not 


given. For whoſoever hath to him 


ſhall be given, and he ſhall have more 
abundance: but whoſoever hath not, 
from him ſhall be taken away even 
that which he hath: therefore ſpeak I 


to them in parables, becauſe they ſee- 


ing, ſee not, and hearing, they hear 
not, neither do they underſtand. And 
in them is fulfilled che propheſy of 
Iſaiah, which ſays, by hearing ye hall 
hear, and ſhall not underſtand: and 
ſeeing ye ſhall ſee, and ſhall not per- 
ceive. For this peoples heart is wax- 
ed groſs, and their ears are dull of 
hearing, and their eyes have they cloſ- 
ed, leſt at any time they ſhould ſee 
with their eyes, and hear with their 
ears, and ſhould underſtand with their 
hearts, and ſhould be converted, and 


I ſhould heal them. But bleſſed are 


your eyes for they ſee, and your ears 


tor they hear. The true ſenſe of 
 & © which 


— 


He anſwered, and ſaid unto them 
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F which qt 34th cannot, I think be ber. 
=: 5 7 - "er reprefented, than we wy. 

| "* the learned author of the Para- 
1 Tale upon the Goſpels : Becauſe tho 


it done 


ou indeed may have all the truths 


that concern the ſtate of the Goſpel, 


and the kingdom of the Me ah, 
clearly and fully explained to ou. 


Vet the mix'd multitude are not ca- 
pable, nor worthy of ſuch a thing. 

For they who with honeſty and fim- 
plicity receive inſtruction; and im- 


85 thoſe advantages, which & God 
ath already given them to the pur- 


| poſes of religion; and the increaſe of 
virtue as you do : ſuch perſons indeed 
 ſhalthave more inſtruction, and grea- 
er affiftances, continually afforded 
them. Bur they who make no uſe 
of the Rieu od: which is given 
and improve not the advantages 
they already have, as 4 great part of 
© theſe common bearers do not; fuch 
* perſons, as they are not capable, 0 
neither ſhall they be accounted wor- 
thy of more inſtruction or greater 
© vantages. Therefore ſpeak I ro them 
in parables, that becaufe by ſeeing 
the greateſt miracles, they Rare not 
been convinc'd, and by Rennen the 


plaineſt doctrines, they would not 


bs made to underſtand: all choſe 


a t may 


4 


3 
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4 cc Will not take 155 LO conſider, an 
ce ſearch out the 


cation © 
of St. John, which yet runs in ſome- 3 
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6e may I continue. eee 'Y 


truth. And 1 ů = 


« in cheſe people is exactly fulfil⸗ 


„ld that prophecy of Fele, vi. 9. 


« hear ye indeed, but underſtand. 
« not; and ſee ye indeed, Sc. But as 


L for you, my diſciples, blefled ara ue 

*« becauſe. you are conyinc'd, by what 
4 you ſee, are defirous to underſtand. ny 

% what you hear: therefore has Gd 
0 thought fit to reveal to you the e 


15 1 truth, and to make known 


: oy dom. 8 


56 to you che myſteries of his king: N 8 1 


And ſuch paſſages, as freak of it 


in ſomewhat ſtronger terms, do 


yet bear the ſame meaning; as no 
one can well doubt, who attends to A 
the phraſeology of the Scripture, and = 


* inclin'd to explain what is dark- 


by that which is more clear. 


ns then, theevangeliſt, St. Mart sli f 1 11 8 5 


account of this ſame matter, is not to 

be ſo underſtood, as if Iſaiab's prophecy: 

was. the cauſe of the. Fews hardneſs 

and unbelief; bur their hardneſs. and 

unbelief 73 occaſion for the appli- Luke viii. 
it. Nor St. Luke's; nor 


what ſtronger terms, then either of? 


the former ; therefore” they could, not, 


believe 


5 hy Seinen on vur 84 vious. 
. | believe, ſays he, becauſe thin Baie!” | 


faid again, Oc. The meaning of 


which expreſſion unqueſtionably is; 
it was impoffible the Jeus ſhould be 


convinc'd, and embrace the doctrine of. - 


_ Chriſt, becauſe they were ſuch per- 
| ſons, as the prophet E/atas deſcribes, 


ſaying: ye hear indeed, &c. Ch. 6 9. 
F rom what we — 51 too Ac, xxviii. 


26, 27. tis farther manifeſt, that pa 7 | 
rables were not the cauſe of *he dark? 


neſs, and blindneſs of the Fews ; but 
their prejudices were the cauſe of pa- 
rables, and kept them in that igno- 
rance of the Goſpel, which, if they 
had poſſeſſed and cheriſh'd a ſincere 


love of truth, and defire of knowledge; 


the parables could by no means have 
done, nor were ever intended to do. 

Thus have I ſhewn, that parables, 
and ſuch like- forms of fpeech, are not 


in their general nature liable to many 
_ exceptions, that they are rather an 


entertaining and uſeful method of jn- 
ſtruQion, that they have for this cauſe 
been, often commended and applied 


by very wiſe men, that in our Sa vi- 
- our's time they were peculiarly proper, 
that his are well conceiv'd and ap- 


plied, that they are. not cover d over 


with that obſcurity, nor liable to 
1 miſtakes, which fome have impu- 


ted 
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 Jrequent © 
| es 10 them, but that an honeſt, and 
common” underſtanding may eaſily 
rceivethe principal defign'of them, 
and that in fact they ate generally fo 
underſtood.” And ſurely with this WW 
have a great deal of reaſon to reſt fatil- 
fy'd. I have but one (conſideration 
more to propoſe, ' before ; conclude 
this ſubject, | 
8. By our Saviour s frequent uſe of 
Ae an ancient 8 rela- 
Ting to them | receiv'd its accom-— 
pliſhment. And every prediction, ; 
_ fulfilled. concerning” him, adds new 
. ſtrength to che | evidence of the. 
Golfe 1 
1 confeſs, * ther” 33 could 
: not be produc d, this of itſelf would 
give us little ſatisfaction, touch 
the frequent uſe of parables. For 
might it nor be aſked, Why this was 
foretold of him? * the ing itſelf 
was improper, or the performance of 
it liable to exception, it would be but 
of little uſe to ſay, that it was pre- ; 
dicted that ſo it ſhould be, as a res- 
ſon of that conduct. We mult needs 
ſuppoſe, that | ſome reaſons there 
were, for this choice, antecedentiy 
to the choice itſelf, and the prophecy | 
of i it 3 W we are fo a as 
to 
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' no. I have endeavour'd c_—_— to 
aſſign ſome teaſons of this remark- 
able conduct in our Saviour. And 1 
muſt leave every one to judge what 
face of obability they carry with 
them. Be they received, or be = 
Tejected ; reaſons no doubt there 
Were, and very ſufficient, ones. * 4 
Phecy therefore declar d, that the 
Meſſiah ſhould | teach very much 17 
1 And ſince it had, could his 
is character be ſupported without 
| it? St Matthew purs us in mind of 
1 prophecy upon the occaſion of 
Jeſus's . parables, Marth. xiii. 34, 35. 
1 theſe things [pale Feſus to the mul. 
itude in parables, and without a para- 
Ble he P pale not unto them, that it might 
be fulfilled, which was ſpoken by the 
9 ſaying, I will open, my mouth 
in parables, ts 28" utter things which 
| 25 been kept 15 ecret from the founda- 
tion of the world The parables then 
confider'd © in his light, are a freſh 
argument for Chriſtianity; or rather 
they prevent an objection that might 
otherwiſe be urged: againſt it. And 
in no reſpect, for ought Lice, contain 
they any thing to its diſcredit Pug 
| much the 1 oh 
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. Fr l 1. 5 
; * From what has been advanced, we 
ſhould learn: © 
1. Not to be nies from the faich 
5 fad hope of the Goſpel, by any thing | 
hitherto offered againſt our Saviour 8 
parables. PE hey have, you know, 
drawn ſome diſpleaſure upon themes 
ſelves by a pretence of obſcurity. 
But the charge of ſuch darkneſs is 
got to be maintain'd, and there are 
many wiſe and good ends, which they 
were calculated to promote. 

2. Rather let us from the para- h 
bles conceive, and cheriſh more wor- 
thy, and honourable thoughts of our | 
Wicks: The Goſpel ſays of him, 
that he did all things well. And 
this is as really true with reſpe& to . 
his parables, as any other part of his "04 
conduct and diſcourſes. They are 
filled with uſeful inſtructions; and are 
at this time, this diſtance of time, 
as to the moſt important part of them, 
intelligible to all diligent and well- 

\ diſpoſed minds; and they were ad- 
mirably ſuited ' to the weakneſs and 
wickedneſs of. the time, in which our 
| Saviour lived. . 

3. From hence we * ſhould learn, 

to take the moſt. prudent methods 
tor the inſtru Yon and reformation, of 
= others 
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** we” 


— * a did ſs: 
can we go by a better example? d] 
5 ve RAE: But when you 


uſt need: 22 18 5 do. it ten- 


* 1 E, or agy other 
FART paſſions of their own togra- 
tify; hut are e influence 

a ſincere . for the virtue, and 
a pincſs. 0 their fell, oW-Creatures, - 


ſes, may 


1. 


made of Rf diſcourſe. And if we 
75 a to a- right im- 
it, it will not be alto- 


nprofica If we are 
fault. 
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of our Rleſſed Saviour's Mi: 
racles, vis. The raiſing of „ -* 7" 1 
Daughter; The Widow of Nams 
Son, and Lazarus: In Anſwer tothe . | 
Objections of Mr. Woolſton's fifth Diſ- 
courſe on the Miracles of our Saviour; 
by Nathaniel Lardner. The Second , '*®:+ 
Edition. wo C e 
Fourteen Saints Preach'd upon „ 
ſeveral Occaſions; by the late Rev. BASF: > os; 
Mr. Matthew Clarke : To which arg 
added, ſome Memoirs of his Life, and 8 
the Sermon Preached at his Funeral; .  _ 
by Daniel Neal, M. As 3 - "3 „ 


05 


| Ond Hundred dd Ninet dat OD 
a the Hundred and Nineteenth Pſalm, e 
reached by the late Reverend and 3 
earned Thomas Manton, D. D. T. * 85 97 
end Edition, with a Compleat Al- 
phaberical Table. To which are 
prefixed, Memoirs of the Life and _ Of; 
Character of the Author; by Wil- 1 
lam Harris, 9 Pl Re TN 
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